PLANNING COMMISSION

JULY 25, 2006

The Gladwin City Planning Commission met in regular session Tuesday, July 25, 2006 at Gladwin City Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 5:15 p.m. by Chairman Alward followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Present:  Commissioners Darlington, David, Foor, Clayton, Alward, Stout and Hindman. 

Absent:  Commissioners Jenkins and Rhode.  

Also present:  Bernadette Weaver, Norma Becker and Jim Davis.

Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Clayton to accept the meeting minutes of June 27, 2006 as presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

Discussion as to questions regarding fencing and inflatable, portable above-ground pools.  Zoning Administrator Weaver presented concerns from owners of these pools who were informed that the structures needed to be fenced.  Several properties were noted that contained such and the fact that the cities of Beaverton, Harrison and Standish do not require fencing or permits.  Clare and Mount Pleasant do and both administer this provision through their respective building departments.  Commissioners discussed at length balancing public safety versus the affordability of providing those measures.  At what point do these dictates become overly restrictive?  The zoning administrator is instructed to contact Rowe, Incorporated for possible language addressing setbacks from property lines and structures, question depth requirements, and also how to address permanent, above-ground pools versus inflatable pools that are removed after the summer season.  Additionally, language should be left in which does not allow the structures in the front yard.              

Norma Becker of Habitat for Humanity and Jim Davis of Lapham and Associates presented the Final Plat of Mayfield Subdivision for the Planning Commission’s consideration.  Drainage accommodations for the properties were discussed.  Mr. Davis explained that the DPW Superintendent Chuck Carman had been consulted and found the property drained easily.  Mrs. Becker noted that next year Habitat would be building their thirtieth house in Gladwin County.  Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Darlington to recommend the City Council accept the Final Plat of Mayfield Subdivision as submitted.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

Also, a synopsis of changes due to Public Act 110 of 2006 as prepared by Rowe Incorporated was discussed as well as information provided to the commissioners earlier this month (copy of law) and the need to revise the ordinance to comply with the law.  

As for other possible changes, it was also noted that the City of Midland’s zoning ordinance pertaining to electronic signs allowed them only if the copy did not change any sooner than every six seconds.  It was also noted that temporary political signs were 

allowed pursuant to an attorney general’s opinion so that section of the ordinance should be revised as well.    Ordinance changes due to P.A. 110 could be addressed at the same public hearing as signs, pools and any other items within the zoning ordinance the commissioners felt in need of updating.    

The County of Gladwin’s master plan preliminary draft was offered to the commissioners for their perusal.   If any commissioners had thoughts they wished to forward to the County Planning Commission they could do so via letter to that board or through the zoning administrator.  

Motion by Commissioner Foor, supported by Commissioner David to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

                                                            

                                                                        
Joan David, Secretary    

