PLANNING COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 23, 2004

The Gladwin City Planning Commission met in regular session Monday, February 23, 2004 at Gladwin City Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Alward followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Present:  Commissioners Alward, David, Witkowski, Stout, Hindman and Jenkins.

Absent:  Commissioners Rhode, Foor and Jungman.

Also present:  Tom Plude, Joyce Tuck, JoAnn Shell, Lucas Cady, Dave Cady and Bob McConkie.

Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Hindman to approve the meeting minutes of January 26, 2004 as presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Stout to elect the same slate of officers; Alward-Chairman, Jenkins-Vice-chairman, and David-Secretary.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

Chairman Alward addressed Mrs. Tuck’s concerns about the status of her ability to add a garage to her residence in a commercial district.  Commissioner Jenkins led the discussion regarding new legislation and impact on the commission’s time frame to take action.  The time frame starts at 75 days before any revisions can be made.  The time frame should be before the summer months and the Planning Commission is beginning the process.  Chairman Alward talked about the difficulty some have encountered with lenders when owners reside in a commercial district.  Mrs. Tuck was assured that as soon as the process was complete, she would be contacted.  

Tom Plude discussed the proposed mini-golf course on Schuster Lane.  The use is not addressed in the zoning ordinance.  Commissioner Alward will call Gary Carey, the planning consultant with whom the Commission is working to make changes in the zoning ordinance and clarify what steps are needed to go forward on the request.  

Chairman Alward stated that the city attorney recommends repealing that section of the ordinance that deals with vibration.  The city has another attorney’s opinion that enforcement is unlikely to be upheld in court.  Then, when the Planning Commission finds a suitable replacement or language or will choose to recommend that the City Council have a nuisance ordinance enforced by the Council.  

Motion by Commissioner Jenkins, supported by Commissioner Witkowski to hold a public hearing Monday, March 22, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the agenda will allow to repeal Section 1003(f.) of the Gladwin City Zoning Ordinance.  Motion carried.  

A split request from Dave Cady was presented to the commissioners for their review.  Administrator McConkie stated that Assessor Weaver had no problems with the split request.  He suggested approval be subject to agreement the city and Cady as to division of costs for upgrading the street.  Motion by Commissioner Jenkins, supported by Commissioner Witkowski to recommend approval of the split request to the City Council subject to an agreement between the city and the developer being reached.  All in favor. 

Discussion amongst commissioners about purposes and life of various road surfaces.     

The commissioners resumed the discussion regarding mini-golf courses.  Administrator McConkie stated that the use may be considered as an open air business per Section 901, Item 5 in the zoning ordinance (pg.43).  Discussion as to parking requirements for the use, which is 3 spaces per hole.  Arcades need 1 for each 3 people allowed in the building.  Commissioner Alward will seek input from Gary Carey and report at the next meeting.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.  

