PLANNING COMMISSION

JULY 28, 2003

The Gladwin City Planning Commission met in regular session on Monday, July 28, 2003 at Gladwin City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Alward at 8:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:
Commissioners Alward, David, Foor, Matteson, Rhode, Stout and Witkowski

Absent:
Commissioners Hindman and Jenkins

Also Present:
Tom Winarski and John Simpson

Minutes of the June 23, 2003 regular meeting and the July 11, 2003 special meeting were accepted as presented.

Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner Foor to adjourn the regular meeting and open the public hearing.  All ayes.  Regular meeting closed and public hearing opened at 8:01 p.m.

The purpose of the public hearing was a request by the Gladwin Community Schools to vacate Fourth Street between Bowery and Erie, Erie Street between Blocks 7 and 8, Ionia Street between Blocks 6 and 7 and Cayuga Street between Blocks 5 and 6 and all alleys contained in Blocks 5, 6 and 7 of Fosters Addition of the City of Gladwin.  One piece of written correspondence was received (see attached).

Commissioner Jenkins was seated at 8:04 p.m.

There was general discussion among the Commissioners as to the track construction in the area of the proposed streets to be vacated.  School bus parking and the blocking of West First Street in the afternoon was discussed and the intent to eventually remove the busses from First Street when loading students onto the busses.

Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner Jenkins to close the public hearing.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  Public hearing closed and regular meeting back in session at 8:17 p.m.

Motion by Commissioner Stout, supported by Commissioner David to make a recommendation to the City Council that Fourth Street between Bowery and Erie, Erie Street between Blocks 7 and 8, Ionia between Blocks 6 and 7, Cayuga between Blocks 5 and 6 and all alleys contained in Blocks 5, 6, and 7 of Foster’s Addition of the City of Gladwin be vacated and that the City Council be urged to pursue a timetable for the elimination of the busses blocking West First Street in the afternoons for loading students.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

A request for a six (6) month extension of the Packaging Direct site plan was presented.  They have reentered negotiations with the city for the purchase of property in the Industrial Park for the construction of a new facility.  Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Foor to grant Packaging Direct a six (6) month extension on their site plan.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Correspondence was discussed.

Commissioner Witkowski brought up the problems encountered by property owners who live on corner lots and the undue hardships caused by having two front yards.  The two front yard setbacks severely limit building opportunities on these lots.  There was discussion on the possibility of designating one street frontage as the front yard and classifying the other street frontage as a side yard.  It was decided to check with the City Attorney for a clarification and also possibly checking with the city engineering firm for possible solutions to the problem.

Motion by Commissioner Witkowski, supported by Commissioner David to adjourn.  All ayes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.








___________________________








Joan David, Secretary

