PLANNING COMMISSION

SEPTEMBER 23, 2002

The Gladwin City Planning Commission met in regular session Monday, September 23, 2002 at Gladwin City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Alward at 7:31 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:
Commissioners Alward, Foor, Hindman, Jenkins, Matteson, Witkowski

Absent:
Commissioners David, Rhode, Shellenbarger

Also Present:
Don Hamilton, Joe Myers, Tim English, Bob McConkie, Tom Winarski, John Simpson

The minutes of the regular meeting of July 22, 2002 were accepted as presented.

Request to rezone 20 acres on East First Street owned by the City of Gladwin from R-1A 

to C-2 was presented.  Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner Witkowski to hold a public hearing on Monday, October 28, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon as the agenda will allow.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Request to amend the Zoning Ordinance was presented.  It is requested that “Private clubs, fraternal organizations and lodge halls” be included as principal uses permitted in C-1 Central Business District zoning districts.  Under the current Zoning Ordinance, this is an allowable use in C-2 Service Commercial Districts but not in the C-1 Central Business District.  There was also general discussion as whether to include churches as a permitted use in the C-1 District.  There are currently 2 churches located within the C-1 District that are contemplating building additions.  As no request has been made by either church to amend the zoning ordinance, it was decided to take no action on including churches in the C-1 District at this time.  Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner Jenkins to hold a public hearing on Monday, October 28, 2002 at 7:45 p.m. or as soon as the agenda will allow.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Don Hamilton, Lapham Associates, and Joe Myers presented the site plan for the Gladwin County Sports Complex.  They hope to start as soon as possible shaping the fields so they have a change to settle over the winter months.  There was a question on restroom facilities.  Mr. Myers advised they would be using port-a-potties like are currently used.  It would be cost prohibitive to try and extend water and sewer service to the site.  It was also noted that the high school football field also uses port-a-potties during the football season.  Mr. Myers also advised there would be gates on the access road to allow closing the facilities during the off-season.  There was discussion on hard surface parking requirements.  Mr. Myers was advised that under the current zoning ordinance, hard surface parking is required.  There was discussion on the costs involved with hard surfacing.  It was determined that, should the need arise to install hard surface parking in phases, the Sports Complex Board should come before the Planning Commission and request permission to modify the site plan with a paving proposal plan.  Motion by Commissioner Foor, supported by Commissioner Hindman to accept the site plan for the Gladwin County Sports Complex.

Commissioner David was seated at 8:01 p.m.

There was discussion on fencing.  Mr. Myers advised they would be installing fencing along the Canham Drain and around some of the sports fields using existing fencing.  Due to the location and isolation of the property, it is not believed necessary to put perimeter fencing around the entire complex.

Motion on the floor was voted upon.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Tim English presented a request to modify the site plan for Pheasant Run Estates as concerns the sidewalk installation.  It is his request that they be allowed to install sidewalks as the housing units are constructed.  There are currently 2 model homes that have been constructed and sidewalks have been installed from these units to First Street.  It is his request that as each new unit is constructed, sidewalks would be constructed from that new unit to connect with the existing sidewalk.  Mr. English also request to be allowed to hold off paving the cul-de-sac on the property directly north of Pheasant Run Estates.  He and his designers are currently working on a project to construct 9 condo units on the property he owns and, if the cul-de-sac were paved, it would be torn out to construct the extended roadway.  Once those plans are completed, he will submit the plans to the Planning Commission for approval.  Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Jenkins to approve the request to modify the site plan to allow the construction of sidewalks as each new unit is constructed and connected to the existing sidewalk and to allow delaying the hard surfacing of the cul-de-sac pending the submission of a new plan to extend the roadway to the north into the proposed condo unit.  The legal wording will be worked out between the City Attorney and attorney of record for Mr. English.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Lot split request from Shirley Gillespie and Diane Anderson was presented.  Upon further examination, it was determined that no physical split of the lot was necessary and that the combined lots could be sold without having to split the lots.

Commissioner Rhode was seated at 8:23 p.m.

Motion by Commissioner Jenkins, supported by Commissioner Matteson to change the meeting time back to 7:30 p.m.  Seven ayes, one nay.  Motion carried.

Tom Winarski requested to extend his site plan for one year to complete the hard surfacing at his wood shop.  Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Witkowski to grant a one year extension on the site plan.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner Foor to adjourn.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
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Joan David, Secretary

