PLANNING COMMISSION

JULY 22, 2002

The Gladwin City Planning Commission met in regular session Monday, July 22, 2002 at Gladwin City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Matteson at 8:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:
Commissioners David, Hindman, Jenkins, Matteson, Rhode, Shellenbarger, Witkowski

Absent:
Commissioners Alward, Foor

Also Present:
Betty O’Dell, Bob McConkie, John Simpson, Tom Winarski

The minutes of the regular meeting of June 24, 2002 were accepted as presented.

Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Hindman to close the

regular meeting and open the public hearing on vacating a portion of Bruce Street

between blocks 19 and 20 of Hanna’s Addition and a portion of Quarter Street north of 

the Cedar River between blocks 14 and 19 of Hanna’s Addition.  All ayes.  Regular 

meeting closed and public hearing opened at 8:02 p.m.

Purpose of the public hearing is to hear comments on vacating Bruce Street between blocks 19 and 20 and that portion of Quarter Street North of the Cedar River and between blocks 14 and 19 of Hanna’s Addition.  No written comments have been received.  Bob McConkie commented that the proposed river walk from City Hall to the City Park included the portion being constructed on the Quarter Street property.  Since the city will be giving up this property and it will revert to the adjacent property owners, it will be necessary to obtain an easement from the property owners to place the river walk on this property and any recommendation to the City Council should reflect that fact.

Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Hindman to close the public hearing.  All ayes.  Public hearing closed and 8:07 p.m. and regular meeting back in session.

Chairman Alward was seated at 8:07 p.m.

Motion by Commissioner David, supported by Commissioner Hindman to recommend vacating Bruce Street between blocks 19 and 20 and Quarter Street North of the Cedar River and between blocks 14 and 19 of Hanna’s Addition with the provision that an easement be obtained to continue the river walk project on that portion of Quarter Street.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner Hindman to close the regular meeting and open the public hearing on an amendment to Section XI of the Gladwin Zoning Ordinance.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  Regular meeting closed and public hearing opened at 8:08 p.m.

Purpose of the public hearing is to hear comments on a revision to Section XI of the Gladwin City Zoning Ordinance.  Proposed change would amend the maximum permitted building height in the C-2 Service Commercial Zoning District from the current maximum height of thirty-five (35) feet to a maximum of sixty (60) feet.  No written comments have been received.  Commissioner Shellenbarger inquired if the Planning Commission was bending over backwards to accommodate some builders and developers.  It was pointed out to him that if this were referred to the Zoning Board of Appeals, there would be no basis for granting a variance.  Commissioner Shellenbarger inquired if this was a reasonable accommodation?  Chairman Alward advised that when the senior citizen high rises were built, there were funds allocated to provide for the purchase of a piece of fire equipment to reach these heights but the equipment was never purchased.  Since that time, the Fire Department now has the necessary equipment to cover structures of this height and he feels comfortable making such a recommendation.  It was also pointed out that the proposed height change would only effect the C-2 Service Commercial Zoning Districts.

Commissioner Foor was seated at 8:21 p.m.

There was general discussion on set back requirements on the C-2 Service Commercial District.  Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner David to close the public hearing.  All ayes.  Public hearing closed at 8:25 p.m. and regular meeting back in session.

Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner Hindman to make a recommendation to the City Council to amend Section XI of the Gladwin City Zoning Ordinance to allow maximum building height of sixty (60) feet in C-2 Service Commercial Zoning Districts.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Packaging Direct site plan was submitted for review.  Jim Kremsreiter from JVS Contracting was in attendance.  It was noted that the plans that were submitted showed a gravel surface parking area for trailer parking and that JVS was advised of the need for this to be hard surface parking.  Parking is addressed in the plan and meets all current requirements.  Commissioner David inquired as to the sign requirements.  She was advised that at this time, Packaging Direct has made no decision on the placement of any signs.  These would be governed under our sign ordinance.  Wetland areas were discussed.  Building plans have been drawn around some wetland areas and there is an area of about .13 acres that will be filled.  Bob McConkie advised that the DEQ would allow construction on wetland areas smaller that .33 acre.  Motion by Commissioner Matteson, supported by Commissioner Foor to accept the site plan for Packaging Direct with the inclusion of hard surface parking for the trailer parking.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

The Aeronautics Commission of the Michigan Department of Transportation adopted an Approach Protection Plan for the Gladwin Zettel Memorial Airport and a copy was presented for review by the Planning Commission.

There was general discussion on correspondence.

Jennifer Elkins, candidate for the 97th State House District introduced herself to the Planning Commission.

Motion by Commissioner Foor, supported by Commissioner Matteson to adjourn.  All ayes.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.
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Joan David, Secretary

